
                                  

MEMO 98 
www.memo98.sk | memo98@memo98.sk | www.facebook.com/memo98.sk | +421 903 581 591                                                                                                                                                    

kuzel@memo98.sk (Rasťo Kužel), ivang@memo98.sk (Ivan Godársky), marekm@memo98.sk (Marek Mračka)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Presidential election 2020 
BELARUS 

 
 

Television & Social Media  
Media Monitoring  

 
Campaign report  

(15 July – 4 August 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 August 2020 
Bratislava, Minsk 

 
This project was supported by the Open Initiative Partnership 

 
 



 
2 

 

MEMO 98 
www.memo98.sk | memo98@memo98.sk | www.facebook.com/memo98.sk | +421 903 581 591                                                                                                                                                    

kuzel@memo98.sk (Rasťo Kužel), ivang@memo98.sk (Ivan Godársky), marekm@memo98.sk (Marek Mračka)  
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
Between 29 April – 19 May (first monitoring period) and 3 – 23 June 2020 (second 
monitoring period), MEMO 98, a Slovak non-profit specialist media-monitoring 
organization, in cooperation with the EAST Center (Eurasian States in Transition Research 
Center), a Belarusian think-tank focusing on post-Soviet and East-European studies, and 
Linking Media, a Belarusian civil society organization focusing on media, monitored 
traditional1 and social2 media in the run-up to the 9 August presidential election. The 
findings of both periods were presented in our interim report published on 3 August.  This 
report presents the media monitoring findings of both, traditional and social3 media during 
three weeks of the official campaign period from 15 July through 4 August.4   
 
The main purpose of the media monitoring was to determine if voters were provided an 
opportunity to receive ample information to make qualified choices at the ballot box and 
whether this information was sufficiently diverse, balanced and of adequate quality.5 While 
for most people, television is the primary source of information about politics6, the growing 
relevance of social media7 has inspired us to include also Facebook, Instagram, Telegram 
and VK into our monitoring.8 We were assessing to what extent were social media used 
during elections and to what extent could nominated candidates overcome the state 
monopoly on information by turning to social media.  
 
The monitoring of television and social media focused also on topics and issues discussed 
in the context of elections. When it comes to social media, we have focused on profiles of 
presidential nominees and other politicians, political parties as well as influential public 
figures and journalists. From a wider perspective, we also wanted to assess the overall role 
of television and social media in the elections and their potential impact on election 
integrity, and thus public trust and confidence in the process.  
 
 
 

 
1  Belarus 1, state channel (news programme Panorama at 21:00) and Belsat TV, Warsaw-based channel (news 

programme Abjektyu at 20:00).  
2  The monitoring included 93 different actors (presidential nominees, politicians, parties, influencers and 

journalists) with accounts on Facebook, Instagram, Telegram and VK. Influencers and journalists were not 
monitored in the second monitoring period.   

3  The monitoring included 55 different actors (presidential candidates, politicians, parties, influencers and 
journalists) with accounts on Facebook, Instagram and Telegram. The VK platform which was monitored 
during previous two periods was not included for the official campaign. It was reasoned by the fact that 
monitored VK accounts appeared to a large extent repost the original posts from Facebook or Instagram.   

4  Social media accounts were monitored until 3 August, so that the data on interaction data are stabilized for a 
minimal period of 3 days. 

5  2020 World Press Freedom Index from Reporters Without Borders ranks Belarus as 153 (out of 179 countries), 
assessed as country with ‘difficult situation’ (there is only one worse category – ‘very serious’).  

6  The importance of television is decreasing over time - according to state-owned agency IAC, the popularity of 
television as the most important political source dropped from 91 per cent in 2009 to 72 per cent in 2018. 
However, the February 2020 research commissioned by the Pact shows that television is still most important 
source for 54 per cent, followed by internet (50.3 per cent) and social networks (27.3 per cent).     

7    According to the Digital 2020 (Belarus), a research conducted annually by We Are Social and Hootsuite, there 
is 41 per cent of social media users in the country.  

8  Information Policy, Data for 28th media week in Belarus   

http://memo98.sk/article/an-analog-campaign-in-a-digital-age-lukashenka-falters-in-the-face-of-social-media
https://rsf.org/en/ranking
https://news.tut.by/society/625075.html?fbclid=IwAR3C4OIzwawANNrRrGauXuuYHU6-wXLCnA3_jTm17MS0uH4q3oysYBYrUrc
https://thinktanks.by/project/2020/02/27/televizor-i-internet-soshlis-v-bitve-za-umy-belorusov.html?fbclid=IwAR3tS8PI1DH9bhcgSmwDiX8PpTOBwbxRnkgTmHnVsql02tqA5-SZXEPWqNE
https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2020-belarus
http://www.infopolicy.biz/?p=14348
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KEY FINDINGS 
 

● Similar to two pre-campaign periods, the media coverage of political events differed 
to a large extent between traditional and social media. Although social media offered 
to voters a significantly wider range of political views, television still remains the 
most important source for political information. Yet, when it comes to television, 
there is a state monopoly on information and no independent channels operate in 
the country. In such limited media freedom environment, the incumbent took 
advantage of the state television to portray himself, within the capacity of the 
president, as the only one capable of running the country.  

 
● During the first three weeks of the official campaign, the state TV again 

demonstrated a clear preferential treatment of Aliaksandr Lukashenka. It allocated 
him as much as 97 per cent of its political news coverage (it was 94 per cent in two 
periods before the official campaign), exclusively in his capacity as president, 
portraying him exclusively in a neutral or positive way. In sharp contrast, other four 
presidential candidates, Andrei Dmitryieu, Siarhei Cherachen, Hanna Kanapatskaya 
and Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, were not presented at all in the main news 
programme. Instead, there were two negative reports on nominees who were not 
registered (in particular on Viktar Babaryka).  
 

● Candidates were not provided with a meaningful platform to convey their messages 
through the state media. One debate and two free airtime slots per candidate, aired 
by the state television outside the prime time could not substitute for the lack of 
impartial news coverage. The clear bias in favour of the incumbent president and 
the restrictive media environment was in breach with paragraph 7.8 from the 1990 
OSCE Copenhagen Document which obliges participating States to provide 
conditions for “unimpeded access to the media on a non-discriminatory basis for all 
political groupings and individuals wishing to participate in the electoral process”. 

 
● The state TV aired numerous news items in which President Lukashenka 

highlighted his achievements - “inheriting a small piece of land called Belarus where 
everything was destroyed” and turning it into “a successful country”. A phrase 
“understand and serve the needs of people” was repeated during the campaign several 
times a day. The incumbent on state TV avoided calling his opponents by their 
names, instead referring to them as “this person” or “that woman”, in an obvious 
effort to belittle them in front of voters. 

 
● Belsat TV, a satellite TV based in Warsaw, showed a different picture, presenting all 

the candidates in a reasonably balanced manner, both in time and tone (which was 
overwhelmingly neutral). While the president received 37 per cent of channel’s 
political and election-focused coverage, Mrs Tsikhanouskaya received 33 per cent. 
Other three candidates received a combined coverage of some 8 per cent, while the 
three candidates who were not registered (Mr. Babaryka, Mr. Tsapkala and Mr. 
Tsikhanouski) obtained 22 per cent.  

the%201990%20OSCE%20Copenhagen%20Document
the%201990%20OSCE%20Copenhagen%20Document
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● State TV in its news programme devoted most of its coverage to political activities 
of Aliaksandr Lukashenka in his capacity as president that in a broader perspective 
could be perceived as a hidden campaign (56 per cent of its relevant news coverage). 
Belsat devoted 60 per cent of its news programme to elections and provided also 
extensive coverage of protests and related intimidation of activist and others (16 
per cent) that was completely ignored by the state television.  

 
● Lacking regular access to state media - the dominant traditional information 

channels - candidates, political parties, and widely-followed influencers and 
journalists relied on social media as a key vehicle to present their views. While many 
of these actors do not have public pages but only personal profiles, a public 
Facebook (FB) page of Viktar Babaryka, established in May, served as the main FB 
channel for a joint oppositional candidate Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya.9 Other 
monitored actors also supported Tsikhanouskaya’s campaign, such as Mikalai 
Statkevich (his Telegram account remained active despite him being still detained) 
or Volha Kavalkova.  

 
● The monitoring of social media revealed that from among all monitored actors the 

most present (on all three platforms together) was Anatol Liabedzka with 438 posts 
in total (mostly through Facebook [280]). Speaking about the presidential race, 
accounts of Viktar Babaryka with 427 posts (with 280 out of them on Instagram), 
which were essentially used for the campaign of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya 
dominated. Very active was also Andrei Dmitryieu with 297 posts (he was most 
active from all candidates on Facebook [109]).  
 

● In the pre-campaign period, the key focus of the social media messages by non-state 
actors was mostly concerned with the issues of the Coronavirus, and the arrests of 
politicians.10 During the campaign period these actors mostly focused on the 
campaign per se, mainly the massive gatherings at the meetings with 
Tsikhanouskaya. The number of posts has visibly increased during the period of pre-
election campaign of this candidate. 
 

● The pro-government social media accounts reflected the campaign in a regular and 
formalistic manner, presenting the meetings of the incumbent with state officials 
and voters. Occasionally, posts on these accounts openly attacked the alternative 
candidates accusing them of lies and criminal behavior of their associates.  
 

● In general, the tone/language of the majority of monitored social media posts was 
neutral. Several instances of a different approach were noted, however. In 
particular, the posts of the pro-opposition Narodnaya Hramada Party continued to 
call Lukashenka a “cockroach”. The Christian Conservative Party Belarusian Popular 
Front published a few pieces demonstrating anti-Russian rhetoric. The pro-
government accounts at times presented the alternative candidates as liars, 
criminals, Nazis and in similar negative terms.  

 
9  President Aliaksandr Lukashenka does not have an account on any social platform. 
10  There are currently three initial nominees in prison, arrested for various reasons, seen as politically 

motivated – Mr. Tsikhanouski since 29 May, Mr. Statkevich since 31 May and Mr. Babaryka since 18 June 2020. 
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TELEVISION 
 
 
 
 

 
Address of President Lukashenka, news programme at Belarus 1, 4 August 2020 
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State-owned BELARUS 111 
During the first three weeks of the official campaign, state TV demonstrated a clear 
preferential treatment of Aliaksandr Lukashenka by allocating to him as much as 97 per 
cent of its political news coverage (it was 94 per cent in two periods before the official 
campaign), exclusively in his capacity as president portraying him only in neutral or 
positive way. In sharp contrast, the other four presidential candidates, Andrei Dmitryieu, 
Siarhei Cherachen, Hanna Kanapatskaya and Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, were not presented 
at all in the main news programme. Instead there were two negative reports on nominees 
who were not registered (in particular on Viktar Babaryka).  
 
During the campaign period, several main patterns were observed: 
 

• News reports became longer during the campaign period. If in the first two 
monitored periods (29 April – 19 May, 3-23 June) the length would range between 
25 minutes (when there were no president’s speeches) to 100 minutes (with the 
first 80 minutes covering president’s trips throughout the country and 20 remaining 
minutes for other news); in the campaign period, all programme editions were at a 
minimum 40 minutes long.  
 

• A phrase “understand and serve the needs of people” would be repeated 
constantly from one to another news report not only within the campaign, but in the 
course of the previous two monitored periods as well. Nevertheless, during the 
campaign the portion increased, and the materials in which President Lukashenka 
was presented as “trying to understand and meet the needs of people” were numerous 
and aired frequently. It was widely advertised how the incumbent president 
traveled to different locations in Belarus and spoke about what it was before (chaos) 
and how it is all now (excellent). He credited himself with “inheriting a small piece 
of land called Belarus where everything was destroyed” and turning it into “a 
successful country”. If the president did not travel (though rarely), he would send his 
government officials to go and present “achievements of Lukashenka’s period”.  
 

• “We saved everything” – President Lukashenka claimed he saved everything which 
exists in Belarus, from being destroyed by “enemies of the country”, presumably 
meaning his electoral opponents and opposition en large. The number of reports 
hailing medics and showing improvements in the medical care system under the 
baton of the president increased in comparison with the previous two monitored 
periods. While not directly election-related, all the coverage in this context could be 
seen as a hidden advertisement of the incumbent, despite the fact that he was never 
presented as a candidate. “Elections come and go, but potatoes need to be planted” - 
this phrase by him in one of the news reports was the most depictive of the 
dismissive coverage of the election campaign.  

 
 
 

 
11  Belarus 1 is part of the state media structure Belteleradio company, consisting of several (more than 10) state 

TV and radio stations.  As declared on the English version of its website it is “the country’s main channel, offers 
the most reliable and current information about the events in the country and abroad”. 

https://www.tvr.by/eng/televidenie/belarus-1/
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• “Don’t call them by their names”. Belarus 1 in its daily programme avoided calling 

opponents of President Lukashenka by their names, with the exception of two 
settings: a short report, amounting to 60 seconds, about registration of candidates 
and refusal to register Mr. Babaryka and Mr. Tsapkala (ahead of the campaign start, 
14 July); and in the context of a criminal case against Viktar Babaryka who was 
accused of money laundering. Otherwise, even if the incumbent lambasted his 
opponents, he would use just a general, vague terminology “this man” or “this 
woman”, with no names, as if the candidates did not exist.  

 
• In the context of the arrest of Wagner mercenaries12 and in the context of Babaryka 

case, the newscasts would lambast and accuse Russia (not directly President 
Putin, or the Government of Russia) of covering up tax evasion on industrial scale 
and attempting to destabilise the situation in Belarus. This was one of the most 
scathing attacks on Russia for a long time.  
 

• A presidential address to the nation, originally meant to be delivered in the spring, 
was postponed and presented on the eve of elections – on 4 August. The channel 
aired it within its evening news programme (for almost 30 minutes), with the 
following key messages: 

o   Russia is a key ally, despite somewhat strained relations; 
o The world is in a chaos, 2/3 of countries are in conflict, while Belarus 

is a land of peace and stability; 
o Belarus is for multilateral approach, will not adopt a policy of allying 

with someone against someone else; 
o   Repetition of medical successes within the COVID-19 context. 

 
 
BELSAT TV13 
Belsat TV, a satellite TV based in Warsaw, showed a different picture, presenting all 
candidates in a reasonably balanced manner, both in time and tone (which was 
overwhelmingly neutral). While the president received 37 per cent of channel’s politics-
related coverage, Mrs. Tsikhanouskaya received 33 per cent. Other three candidates 
received a combined coverage of some 8 per cent, while the three candidates who were not 
registered (Mr. Babaryka, Mr. Tsapkala and Mr. Tsikhanouski) obtained 22 per cent. 
 

 
12           The Wagner Group (Группа Вагнера) is known as a Russian paramilitary organization (referred to also as a 

private military contracting agency), whose contractors have reportedly taken part in various conflicts, 
including operations in the Syrian Civil War on the side of the Syrian government as well as, from 2014 until 
2015, in the war in Ukraine, on the side of separatists forces of the self-declared Donetsk and Luhansk 
republics. There were other credible opinions that the Group is a unit of the Russian Ministry of Defense, 
which is used by the Russian government in special type of conflicts. 

13  Belsat TV was formed in 2007 by a group of Belarusian and Polish journalists as part of Telewizja Polska in 
partnership with Poland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and several European governments and foundations. 
Its content is prepared by associates from Belarus with editorial office in Warsaw, with correspondents 
based in Belgium, Czech Republic, Germany, Lithuania, Russia, Ukraine and the United Kingdom. 

https://belsat.eu/en/about/
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During the campaign period, these main findings were observed: 
• Most reports were neutral and in line with basic principles of professional reporting. 
 
• COVID-19 did not disappear from the coverage, but was visibly reduced in terms of 

the time devoted to this issue, with TV focus shifting more on the repressions against 
protesters and the presidential campaign. Street ‘polls’ asking people whether they 
trust the authorities in handling the COVID-19 crisis have disappeared; instead, the 
channel conducted such ‘polls’ asking whether people trust Lukashenka (most 
would say no, but pro-Lukashenka opinions were also presented).  
 

• Belsat reports can be generally split into the three main categories:  
o Repressions against bloggers, protesters, and activists; 
o Election campaign and large gatherings/rallies by Mrs. 

Tsikhanouskaya; 
o Local issues of significant gratitude where authorities have 

betrayed local people (construction by foreign investors in areas 
prohibited by law, dumping of industrial refuse near villages that 
produce smell, etc.). This type of reports is a long-term rubric of 
the channel where they give word to non-political issues of local 
communities.  

 
 
Free airtime 

 
Free airtime on state Belarus 1, Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, 28 July 2020 
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Free airtime on state Belarus 1, Hanna Kanapatskaya, 21 July 2020 
 
The Electoral Code envisages free airtime for candidates on state television and radio, and 
free space in the state-funded print media. The CEC resolution granted one hour of free 
airtime to each of the contestants, on both state television (Belarus 1) and radio (Radio 
National 1) broadcaster. Except of the incumbent, four other candidates utilized the 
opportunity to address the public in two televised blocks (aired on 21 and 28 July) for a 
duration of up to 30 minutes each. The incumbent did not use his free airtime and did not 
participate in a pre-recorded television debate held on 30 July.14  
 
Similar to the 2010 and 2015 presidential elections, the basic format for free airtime 
allocation in the state broadcast media did not effectively change. It offered to the voters 
rather boring concept, completely overlooking more dynamic, lively and interactive 
opportunities provided by advanced media technologies and social media.  
 
In addition, in comparison with the previous presidential campaigns, the timeslots of both 
free airtime addresses and the debate were moved further from the prime-time. As reported 
by the Belarusian Association of Journalists15, these broadcasts went on air at much less 
attractive and easy-to-access time slots. While the candidates’ media appearances began to 
be broadcast at 19:30 in 2015 and at 19:00 in 2010, during the 2020 they (as well as the 
debate) went on air starting from 17:00 when a large proportion of working population was 

 
14  In a debate participated two candidates (Mr. Dmitryieu and Mr. Cherachen) and a representative of Mr. 

Lukashenka (leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Belarus Aleh Haidukevich). Two other candidates (Mrs. 
Kanapatskaya and Mrs. Tsikhanouskaya) withdrew their participation, the latter requesting a one-to-one 
debate with Mr. Lukashenka.    

15  Belarusian Association of Journalists, Media monitoring report 2, 6 August 2020. 

https://baj.by/en/analytics/coverage-2020-presidential-elections-belarusian-media-report-2
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undoubtedly deprived of the opportunity to watch them live. Meanwhile, the state 
broadcasters did not advertise the candidates’ addresses in advance (and TV and radio 
guides did not give their names). Regrettably, there seems to be is no archived recording of 
these broadcasts on the website of the Belarusian TV and Radio Company.16 
 
The state media adhered to the letter of the law, however, only in a formal manner, leaving 
its spirit largely ignored. As a result, Belarusian voters were left with very limited 
information about the running candidates. Given one-sided, partial and openly pro-
presidential news coverage of state television, it compromised voters’ chance to make a 
truly informed choice.  
 

 
 

 
Presidential debate on state Belarus 1, 30 July 2020 
 

 
16  Only Russian mutation of Belarus 1 website has ‘Election 2020’ section, whereas there is no specific election-

related section in Belarusian or English versions. 

https://www.tvr.by/
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SOCIAL MEDIA 
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Viktar Babaryka, Complaint to TV coverage of public television ONT, 17 July 2020 
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SOCIAL MEDIA  
 
The main feature of the campaign period was the activity of oppositional candidate 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya across Belarus. While in the first two pre-campaign periods (29 
April – 19 May and 3-23 June) the key focus on the social media accounts was mostly 
concerned with the issues of the COVID-19 and the arrests of politicians, the campaign 
period mostly focused on the massive gatherings at the meetings of Mrs. Tsikhanouskaya – 
the social media accounts have actively covered her rallies across Belarus. 
 
The monitoring of social media revealed that from all monitored actors the most present 
(on all three platforms together) was Anatol Liabedzka with 438 posts in total (mostly 
through Facebook [280]). Speaking about the presidential race, accounts of Viktar Babaryka 
with 427 posts (with 280 out of them on Instagram), which were essentially used for the 
campaign of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya dominated. Very active was also Andrei Dmitryieu 
with 297 posts (he was most active from all nominees on Facebook [109], on Instagram 
[91]).17  
 
Viktar Babaryka’s public FB page was actively promoting Tsikhanouskaya’s messages, in 
fact it served as her key communication campaign channel. In addition, there was also quite 
significant interaction to his Instagram posts that reflected the number of people in 
meetings of S. Tsikhanouskaya.  In addition, there were other monitored actors who also 
posted messages of S. Tsikhanouskaya’s campaign – Telegram account of Mikalai Statkevich 
remained active (through some his associates, given the fact that he remains in the custody), 
mostly covering the rallies of Tsikhanouskaya, and detention reports of activists of SDPPA. 
Volha Kavalkova (Co-Chair of BCD), intensified her communication in Facebook and also 
promoted Tsikhanouskaya’s campaign as she joined the joint headquarters during the final 
phase of the election campaign.   
 
Among other presidential candidates, Andrei Dmitryieu was also very active in 
campaigning on his social media accounts – he was most active from among the candidates 
on Facebook. However, in terms of the interaction, the public page of V. Babaryka promoting 
S. Tsikhanouskaya was far more active and popular (see chart No.14).  
 
There were also relatively low numbers of interactions to the posts of A Liabiedzka (of the 
so called “old opposition”) despite him being very proliferant, in particular on Facebook, 
publishing several FB posts per day. On a contrary, a Telegram account of influencer Eduard 
Palcys was very followed with views of some his posts reaching up to 500,000.  
 

 
17  From among the candidates there are 5 public pages on Facebook - candidates Andrei Dmitryieu, Siarhei 

Cherechen, Hanna Kanapatskaya, and two of not registered candidates Viktar Babaryka and Valery 
Tsapkala who support a joint candidate Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya. There are also 5 public pages on 
Instagram - candidates Andrei Dmitryieu, Siarhei Cherechen, Hanna Kanapatskaya and two of not 
registered candidates Viktar Babryka and Siarhei Tsikhanouski  who support a joint candidate Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya.   
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The vast majority of all the messages were devoted either to the election campaign or to the 
repressions against the journalists and peaceful protesters who were detained during 
rallies or attempts to submit complaints to the Central Election Commission or KGB in 
response to refusal to register Valery Tsapkala and Viktar Babaryka as presidential 
candidates. 
 
In general, the language of predominant number of posts was neutral. The “radical” 
opposition accounts (Narodnaya Hramada Party) continued to call Lukashenka a 
“cockroach”. Christian Conservative Party Belarusian Popular Front published a few pieces  
demonstrating anti-Russian rhetoric. In some posts, the pro-Gov accounts presented the 
leading alternative candidates as liars, criminals, Nazis, etc.  
 
Examples of “hard” anti-Lukashenka messages. 
All of these pictures spread by accounts of the Narodnaya Hramada Party. 
Screenshot 1 | Prison for Lukashenka18 
Screenshot 2 | Lukashenka and his Police19 
Screenshot 3 | Stop the Cockroach20. 
Screenshot 4 | Fuck off, Lukashenka!21 
Screenshot 5 | Time to shave the Cockroach!22 
 
The pro-government social media accounts reflected the campaign in a regular and rather 
formalistic manner, presenting the meetings of the incumbent with state officials and 
voters. Occasionally, the pro-government accounts openly attacked the alternative 
candidates accusing them in lies and criminal behavior of their associates.  
 
Examples of the pro-Russian/pro-Lukashenka propaganda. 
Screenshot 6 | Communists accuse Tsihanouskaya of lies23 
Screenshot 7 | Primitive Communist graph about the "Opposition conspiracy"24 
Screenshot 8 | Communists support Lukashenka!25 
Screenshot 9 (pro-Russian account) | How Poland wants to destroy Belarus (presentation of 

Poland as “Nazi”)26 
Screenshot 10 (pro-Russian account) | Belarus will commit the same mistake as Ukraine if it 

turns anti-Russian27 
Screenshot 11 | Lukashenka is forced by the West to cut his relations with Russia28 
Screenshot 12 | Supporters of Tsikhanouskaya want her to turn in “Hitler”29 
 

 
18  https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/photos/a.271920693466567/595431941115439/  
19  https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/photos/a.271920693466567/593222898003010/  
20  https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/570222236969743  
21  https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/568350020490298  
22  https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/567215183937115  
23  https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_8133  
24  https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_8023  
25  https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-147972908_303  
26  https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_7881  
27  https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=596895757686631&id=100020986359715 
28  https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=566245860751621&id=100020986359715  
29  https://www.facebook.com/roo.belayarus/posts/1227732487567710  

https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/photos/a.271920693466567/595431941115439/
https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/photos/a.271920693466567/593222898003010/
https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/570222236969743
https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/568350020490298
https://www.facebook.com/narodnayahramada/posts/567215183937115
https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_8133
https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_8023
https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-147972908_303
https://vk.com/compartyby?w=wall-114843904_7881
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=596895757686631&id=100020986359715
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=566245860751621&id=100020986359715
https://www.facebook.com/roo.belayarus/posts/1227732487567710
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Chart	2	|	BELARUS	1	–	Candidates	(tone)			
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Chart	3	|	BELARUS	1	–	Political	actors		
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Chart	4	|	BELARUS	1	–	Issues		
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Chart	5	|	BELSAT	TV	–	Candidates	(space)		
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Chart	6	|	BELSAT	TV	–	Candidates	(tone)		
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Chart	7	|	BELSAT	TV	–	Political	actors		
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Chart	8	|	BELSAT	TV	–	Issues		
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Chart	9	|	Facebook,	Instagram,	Telegram	(together)	POSTS	-	All	monitored	actors		
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Chart	10	|	Facebook,	Instagram,	Telegram	(together)	POSTS	-	Candidates		
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Chart	11	|	Facebook	POSTS	–	All	monitored	actors	
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Chart	12	|	Facebook	POSTS	-	Candidates	
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Chart	13	|	Facebook	POSTS	(15	July	–	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	14	|	Facebook	POSTS	(4	–	8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



                                  

MEMO	98	
www.memo98.sk	|	memo98@memo98.sk	|	www.facebook.com/memo98.sk	|	+421	903	581	591																																																																																																																																																				

kuzel@memo98.sk	(Rasťo	Kužel),	ivang@memo98.sk	(Ivan	Godársky),	marekm@memo98.sk	(Marek	Mračka)		
 

	
	
Chart	15	|	Facebook	INTERACTIONS	(15	July	–	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	16	|	Facebook	INTERACTIONS	(4	-	8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	17	|	Facebook	3	MOST	INTERACTIVE	POSTS	(15	July	-	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
	

	



 
18 

 

MEMO	98	
www.memo98.sk	|	memo98@memo98.sk	|	www.facebook.com/memo98.sk	|	+421	903	581	591																																																																																																																																																				

kuzel@memo98.sk	(Rasťo	Kužel),	ivang@memo98.sk	(Ivan	Godársky),	marekm@memo98.sk	(Marek	Mračka)		
 

	
	
	



                                  

MEMO	98	
www.memo98.sk	|	memo98@memo98.sk	|	www.facebook.com/memo98.sk	|	+421	903	581	591																																																																																																																																																				

kuzel@memo98.sk	(Rasťo	Kužel),	ivang@memo98.sk	(Ivan	Godársky),	marekm@memo98.sk	(Marek	Mračka)		
 

	
	

	



 
20 

 

MEMO	98	
www.memo98.sk	|	memo98@memo98.sk	|	www.facebook.com/memo98.sk	|	+421	903	581	591																																																																																																																																																				

kuzel@memo98.sk	(Rasťo	Kužel),	ivang@memo98.sk	(Ivan	Godársky),	marekm@memo98.sk	(Marek	Mračka)		
 

Chart	18	|	Facebook	VIDEO	VIEWS	(15	July	–	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	19	|	Facebook	VIDEO	VIEWS	(4	-	8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	20	|	Instagram	POSTS	–	All	monitored	actors	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



                                  

MEMO	98	
www.memo98.sk	|	memo98@memo98.sk	|	www.facebook.com/memo98.sk	|	+421	903	581	591																																																																																																																																																				

kuzel@memo98.sk	(Rasťo	Kužel),	ivang@memo98.sk	(Ivan	Godársky),	marekm@memo98.sk	(Marek	Mračka)		
 

	
Chart	21	|	Instagram	POSTS	–	Candidates	
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Chart	22	|	INSTAGRAM	POSTS	(15	July	–	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Chart	23	|	INSTAGRAM	POSTS	(4	-	8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Chart	24	|	Instagram	INTERACTIONS	(15	July	–	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Chart	25	|	Instagram	INTERACTIONS	(4	-	8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Chart	26	|	Instagram	3	MOST	INTERACTIVE	POSTS	(15	July	-	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	FB	public	page	
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Chart	27	|	Instagram	VIDEO	VIEWS	(15	July	-	3	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Chart	28	|	Instagram	VIDEO	VIEWS	(4	-8	August	2020)	-	Candidates	with	IG	public	page	
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Charts	29	|	Telegram	POSTS	-	All	monitored	actors		
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Charts	30	|	Telegram	POSTS	-	Candidates		
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METHODOLOGY	
	
The	applied	methodology	consists	of	quantitative	and	qualitative	analysis	of	the	selected	media	content.		
	
Quantitative	analysis	focuses	on	the	amount	of	time	(in	seconds	in	television)	and	amount	of	posts	and	interactions	(in	social	media,	also	with	the	
assistance	of	CrowdTangle1)	allocated	to	selected	political	subjects,	presidential	nominees	or	other	monitored	entities	and	the	tone	of	the	coverage	in	
which	 these	 subjects	are	portrayed	–	positive,	neutral	 and	negative.	The	monitoring	also	 focused	on	 thematic	 structure	of	 the	news,	 evaluating	 its	
diversity	by	measuring	the	time/space	devoted	to	different	topics.	In	addition,	the	monitoring	focused	on	top	stories.			
	
Qualitative	analysis	assessed	the	performance	of	selected	media	outlets	against	ethical	and	professional	standards	of	 journalism,	such	as	balance,	
accuracy,	 timeliness,	 relevance,	 variety,	 transparency,	 choice	 of	 issues,	 omission	 of	 information,	 advantage	 of	 incumbency,	 positioning	 of	 items,	
comprehensible	processing	of	the	topic	inflammatory	language	and	others.		
	
	
List	of	monitored	parameters			
Political	subjects	
	
International	(TV)	
International	countries	(Latvia,	Lithuania,	Poland,	Russia,	Ukraine,	USA,	other	EU/non-EU	country)	
International	organisations	(CIS,	EU,	Eurasian	Union,	NATO,	OSCE,	UN,	V4)	
International	parties	(from	Poland,	Russia,	Ukraine)		 	
Other	international	subjects	
	
Institutions	(TV)	
	 PRES	 	 President	
	 PA	 	 Presidential	administration	
	 PM	 	 Prime	minister	

 
1		 CrowdTangle	(a	social	media	analytics	tool	owned	by	Facebook)	“tracks	public	posts	on	Facebook,	Instagram	and	Reddit,	made	by	public	accounts	or	groups.	The	

tool	does	not	track	every	public	account	and	does	not	track	private	profiles	or	groups,	so	this	data	is	not	representative	of	performance	across	the	entire	platform.	The	
numbers	shown	here	reflect	public	interactions	(likes,	reactions,	comments,	shares,	upvotes	and	three	second	views),	but	do	not	include	reach	or	referral	traffic.	It	does	
not	include	paid	ads	unless	those	ads	began	as	organic,	non-paid	posts	that	were	subsequently	“boosted”	using	Facebook’s	advertising	tools.	Because	the	system	doesn’t	
distinguish	this	type	of	paid	content,	note	that	some	high-performing	content	may	have	had	paid	distribution.	CrowdTangle	also	does	not	track	posts	made	visible	only	
to	specific	groups	of	followers."	
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	 GOV	 	 Government	
	 CEC	 	 Central	Election	Commission	
	 BYR	 	 Belaya	Rus	Public	Association	
	 BRU	 	 Belarusian	Republican	Union	of	Youth	
	 OTH	 	 Other	subjects		
	
Ruling	parties	(TV,	social	media)	

CPB	 	 Communist	Party	of	Belarus		
LDPB	 	 Liberal	Democratic	Party	of	Belarus	
BPP	 	 Belarusian	Patriotic	Party	
RPLJ	 	 Republican	Party	of	Labour	and	Justice	
BAP	 	 Belrusian	Agrarian	Party	
BSSP	 	 Belarusian	Social	Sport	Party	
BRP	 	 Belarusian	Republican	Party	
BPPA	 	 Belarusian	Party	of	the	Popular	Accord	

	
Opposition	(TV,	social	media)	

LPW	 	 Left	Party	of	a	Just	World		
SDA	 	 Belarusian	Social	Democratic	Assembly	
SDPA	 	 Belarusian	Social	Democratic	Party	Assembly	
SDPPA			Belarusian	Social	Democratic	Party	People’s	Assembly	
UCP	 	 United	Civic	Party	
BPF	 	 Belarusian	Popular	Front	
BCD	 	 Belarusian	Christian	Democracy	
CBPF	 	 Conservative	Christian	Party	-	Belarusian	Popular	Front	
MF	 	 Movement	for	Freedom	
TTT	 	 Tell	the	Truth	
BGP	 	 Belarusian	Green	Party	
LPFP	 	 Belarusian	Liberal	Party	of	Freedom	and	Progress			

	
Presidential	candidates	(TV,	social	media)	

Dmitryieu	Andrei	
Cherachen	Siarhei	
Kanapatskaya	Hanna	
Lukashenka	Aliaksandr	
Tsikhanouskaya	Sviatlana	
All	other	presidential	nominees	(except	the	incumbent)	
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Not	registered	nominees	(social	media)	

Babaryka	Viktar	
Tsapkala	Valery	
Tsikhanouski	Siarhei	

	
Politicians	(social	media)	

Barysau	Ihar	
Dashkevich	Zmitser	
Davydzka	Henadz	
Haidukevich	Aleh	
Hubarevich	Yury	
Kaliakin	Siarhei	
Kastusiou	Ryhor	
Kavalkova	Volha	
Kazlou	Mikalai	
Kuchuk	Dmitry	
Liabedzka	Anatol	
Pazniak	Zianon	

	 Rymasheuski	Vital	
	 Sannikau	Andrei	

Sieviaryniec	Paval	
Statkevich	Mikalai	

	 Zadnepriany	Vasiliy	
	
Influencers	
	 Bondarchuk	Anna	(Bond	Anna)	
	 Dynko	Andrei	

Klaskouski	Aliaksandr	
	 Minski	Marat	
	 Mirsalimova	Elvira	
	 Palchys	Eduard	 	

Shraibman	Artsiom	
	 Sviatlou	Sciapan	
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Journalists	
Haretski	Barys	

	 Lukashuk	Zmicier	
	 Satsuk	Siarhei	
	 Trafimovich	Anton	
	 Tsyhankou	Vitali	
	 Zolatava	Maryna	
	 	
Topics  

Agriculture	
Army/military	
Business,	economy	
Culture	
Catastrophes,	incidents,	accidents	
Charity	
Corruption	
Crime	
Civil	society	
Education,	science	
Environment	
Foreign	Affairs	(no	relevance	to	Belarus)	
Foreign	Affairs	(related	to	Belarus)	
Health	care	
IT,	digitalisation	
Judiciary	
Media	
Minorities	
Politics	
Religion	
Social	issues	(Unemployment,	Poverty	and	Social	Inequality)	
Sport	
Transport,	infrastructure	
Others	

	
Top	issues	  
	 Migration	policy	of	Belarus	
	 Migrants	to	Europe	
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	 Islam		
	 Gender	(LGBTI,	related)	
	 International	relations	

Belarus-EU	relations	
Belarus-Poland	relations	
Belarus-Russia	relations	
Belarus-Ukraine	relations	
Belarus-USA	relations	
Presidential	election	–	preparations	
Presidential	election	–	candidates	
Presidential	election	–	campaign	
BY	economy	
BY	healthcare	system	
BY	education	
Eastern	Partnership	Initiative	
US	administration	
Nord-Stream	2	
War	in	Ukraine	
Crimea	
Territories	annexed	by	Russia	(in	Moldova,	Ukraine,	Georgia)	
Belarus	as	non-existent	country,	part	of	‘Russian’	family	
Sanctions	against	Russia	
Russian	disinformation	efforts	during	elections	
Russian	oil	
Integration	with	Russia	
Traditional	Christian	values	
Decadent	Western	values	
George	Soros	and	his	activities	in	Europe	
Crisis	of	liberalism	and	global	capitalism	
Crisis	of	democracy	
Crisis	of	European	Union	
Crisis	of	NATO	
Deployment	of	NATO	troops	in	Eastern	Europe	and	Baltics	
Biased	media	
Misuse	of	EU	funds	
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Visa	liberalization	with	EU	
Rise	of	fascism	in	Europe	
Climate	change	
World	pandemic	COVID-19		
COVID-19	in	Belarus	
Chernobyl	
Chernobyl	in	context	of	COVID-19	
Chernobyl	in	context	of	Astraviec	station	
Belarusian	independence	
Political	repression/intimidation	
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ABOUT	

	
MEMO	98		
An	internationally	recognized,	independent,	and	non-profit	specialist	media	institution,	with	22	year-long	experience	of	conducting	media	monitoring	and	
research	and	assisting	civil	 society	groups.	Using	 tested	and	approved	methodologies	and	 tools,	we	provide	media	analysis	and	media	monitoring	with	
tangible	results,	in	particular	during	election	periods.	Having	participated	in	more	than	120	election	observation	missions	and	about	150	media	&	election	
related	projects	and	trainings	in	more	than	55	countries	(in	the	Commonwealth	of	Independent	States	and	the	Balkan	countries,	but	also	in	Africa,	Asia,	
South	America	and	Middle	East),	our	experts	provide	assistance	on	media	&	electoral	and	other	democratic	arrangements.		
	
EAST	Center		
The	 Eurasian	 States	 in	 Transition	 Research	 Center,	 launched	 in	 2016,	 is	 an	 independent,	 interdisciplinary	 think-tank	 focused	 on	 post-Soviet	 and	 east	
European	studies.	The	EAST	Center’s	mission	is	to	produce	high	quality	research	on	disinformation	in	Central	and	Eastern	Europe,	domestic	and	foreign	
policies	in	the	eastern	European	countries,	and	the	Eurasian	Economic	Union.	
	
Linking	Media	
A	Polish-based	non-profit	organization	specialising	in	journalism	training,	media	monitoring	and	analysis	in	Belarus,	Georgia,	and	Ukraine.	It	was	founded	
by	Alexey	Leonchik	in	2015,	and	has	since	then	implemented	dozens	of	projects	on	empowering	civic	society.	
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